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ĔThe Picture 

Gallery. 



Herakles the monster-

slayer in archaic Greek 

literature and art (c.700-

500 BC. 



Herakles with Hermes, Athena and two other deities.  Attic red-

figure krater, painter of Louvre G508, c.400-380 BC (Paris). 



č Medieval MS of Prudentiusô 

Psychomachia (c.1000), Corpus 

Christi College, Cambridge. 

Faith Smites Discord; Virtues Divide Discord; 

Virtues Build a Judgment Seat 

[ Humility vanquishes Arrogance. 



ĕ Andrea Alciato, 

Emblemata (1612 Padua 

edition) no.138: óThe 

Twelve Labours of 

Herculesô. 

Ė Geoffrey Whitney, 

Choice of Emblems (1586): 

no. 40 óThe crossroads of 

virtue and viceô  

Hercules as type of virtue in 16th-

17th century emblem books 

ĕ Cesare Ripa, 

Iconologia (1593) 

no. 317: óHeroic 

virtueô. 



ĕ Lucas Cranach the Elder, 

Hercules at the Crossroads 

(c.1500). 

[ A Cranach Venus and 

Cupid  

 

Ė Cranachôs Charity 

(National Gallery) 



Lucas Cranach the Elderôs Hercules: 

 

ĕ Hercules and Omphale (1537, 

Braunschweig) 

 

[ Antaeus (c.1530) 



Paolo Veronese, 

Hercules at the 

Crossroads (c.1580) . 



Annibale Caracci, Hercules at the Crossroads (1595-7). 



Paolo dei Matteis, Hercules at the Crossroads (1712), 

Temple Newsam, Leeds (25 x 30 in). 


